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Reconceptualizing Digital Sense of Place in Geography Education:
Asymmetric Condition—Setting of Code—Mediation
and the DSoP—3L Model
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Abstract : This paper reconceptualizes digital sense of place (DSoP) as an analytical language for geography
education. Rather than reporting classroom implementation or student data analysis, it is designed as a conceptual
literature study and a theoretical model-building inquiry. The proposed DSoP-3L model analyzes students’ place
experiences through embodied, relational, and code-mediated layers that operate within the same place experience.
Its central contribution is the thesis of asymmetric condition-setting: code-mediation through platforms, algorithms,
data, interfaces, and defaults conditions how places become visible, accessible, evaluable, and memorable. By
comparing DSoP-3L with Dai and Liu’s (2024) physical-digital-hybrid typology and Sun et al’s (2026) five-subsystem
model, the paper argues that DSoP-3L is not another tripartite typology but a layer-based analytical grammar
for interpreting student utterances, fieldwork records, platform-map comparisons, and reflective writings. The
Seongsu-dong café street is presented as a lesson-design scenario, not as evidence of instructional effects. The
study proposes DSoP-3L as a question framework linking place-based learning, platform map literacy, critical
place education, and digital memory education.

Key Words : Digital sense of place, DSoP-3L, Code-mediation, Asymmetric condition-setting, Platform map literacy
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