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Factors Related to Local Settlement Intention among
Foreign Migrant Workers in Depopulation Regions:
A Case Study of Yeongam, Nonsan, and Miryang™

Heeyoun You™*

SA|2e SR Aa), mRAARS Ao} WOl folth K)o BANES HHon] o ARAZE SHIEE HAo|

Abstract : This study examined the residency conditions of migrant workers and their local residential stay intention,
along with related factors, focusing on Yeongam-gun (Jeollanam-do), Nonsan-si (Chungcheongnam-do), and Miryang-si
(Gyeongsangnam-do)—depopulation regions in South Korea. Residential stay intention rates differed significantly
by region, in the order of Nonsan (69.8%), Miryang (65.2%), and Yeongam (42.6%). Logistic regression analysis
showed that sense of belonging to one's home country had a significant negative association with local residential
stay intention, a finding that remained consistent across visa-status subsample analyses. By contrast, neighborhood
social ties and life satisfaction were not significant in the full sample but showed significant positive associations
in certain visa-status subsamples, suggesting that the factors related to residential stay intention may vary by visa
status. These findings suggest that policy support for migrant workers' local settlement should move beyond a
uniform approach centered on a single factor, toward differentiated strategies that jointly consider stable livelihood
foundations and visa-status-based heterogeneity.
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