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The Urban Image and Imaginative Geography of Seoul in the
1970s~80s focused on "The Solitary Room; by Kyung—sook Shin
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Abstract : Human beings establish relationships with space and construct Sense of Place and Placeness throughout
their lives. The autobiographical novel "The Solitary Room, depicts a four-year period in the life of sixteen-year-old
Shin Kyung-sook, who relocated to Seoul. This study examines the mental imagery and spatial characteristics
of urban spaces as categorized according to the author’s daily movements and the spatial trajectories. The author’s
residential space, the ‘Beoljip’, was an unauthorized building that lacked minimum living standards and housing
rights and was perceived not as a home but as temporary lodging and a space of othering. The factory, the
author’s labor space was a mechanized environment that normalized the division of labor and codification based
on production speed, where the ‘Female Worker No. 1 on Line A’ suffered from restricted social relationships.
While the Special Industrial Class provided a platform for a girl nurturing her literary dreams, it also served
as an instrumental space in order to attain capitalism and economic development at the expense of rural youth.
Furthermore, everyday spaces, such as markets and alleys were urban environments in which a teenage girl endured
a grueling life under patriarchal gender norms. Seoul in the 1970s and 1980s was a metropolis of inherent

srEatAbslal AS5E 8, w(Professor, Department of Architecture & Building Engineering, Kunsan National University,
sspak@kunsan.ac.kr)

- 267 -



T
0x

J

contradictions. Through the binary opposition between her hometown, Jeongeup and Seoul; representing rural

vs. urban, premodern vs. modern, and communal solidarity vs. anonymous individuals, the contradictions of the

era were intensified, foreshadowing future polarization. Simultaneously, this environment provided the momentum

for her to form subjectivity and growth. Ultimately, the urban image of Seoul converges on the ‘Solitary Room,’

symbolizing urban alienation. The urban spaces in the novel provide a crucial point of entry for understanding

modernization, which served as both the foundation of individual life and the dominant goal of the respective era.

Key Words : Seoul in the 1970s and 80s, Modernization, Urban image, Urban alienation, Imaginative geography,

Kyung-sook Shin, The Solitary Room
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