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An Analysis of Geography Teachers’ Perceptions
of Economic Geography as a School Subject
Jeong—won Seong™ * Na—mi Chae™*

Q9 : 1 ¢iao) %a% A7) eI AR HHEe] A 7RIS B gla) AR e e Heki)
2 A3 70 oot APl el ks o Sl o1 9 124 18akge) A4 elsh
HOSE M0 6719 U A4 Sl 5 A R sk, el A6l 2

18%E thgo2 pejol AEaAlS ANSIth £ AR /145, BUEL (4, AN 2 U thgEy
v ol RSN, A Sl e M BA ANsisit, 7 A%, A Ue axel 4 Hunt
W 419902 A etk B4 B, 32 NS, 2532 714, ouA A8, A e L 4B 5 )
AATET} Ao Wate] BAZ T W8-S 7 WE W, T QX o, A ol ol U Ae] B K B
ApiE o2 W sl AAKIE Tl e ALl Qs Ao PO, wE Bagel v sy
e RS iR o R okt olejd Auk A7) WRTHIA AAAE B2 Am AL 23 Fel B4 F7re] Hslol
ART BAZ FUOR WS TS, A2 QA 71E A2 BEae] AR Poke Bask e AR,
FR01: AAXE, e AT, Ael WA A4, A7) BRI A

Abstract : The purpose of this study is to explore the possibility of reintroducing the subject of economic geography
in the next national curriculum by analyzing the appropriateness of the content elements of economic geography
and geography teachers’ perceptions of the subject’s educational value and feasibility of implementation in schools.
To this end, based on the economic geography subject in the seventh national curriculum and the geography elective
subjects in the 2022 revised national curriculum, 62 content elements and 8 items assessing perceptions of the
subject were developed, and an online survey was conducted with 118 geography teachers nationwide. The collected
data were analyzed using descriptive statistics, independent-samples t-tests, one-way ANOVA, and paired-samples
t-tests, while qualitative analysis was conducted on the open-ended responses. The results showed that the overall
appropriateness of the economic geography content elements was rated highly, with a mean score of 4.19. Content
elements addressing the relationship between contemporary economic activities and regional change, such as spatial
inequality, glocal value chains, transnational corporations, energy transition, food security, and commodity chains,
were rated highly. In contrast, classical location theories, traditional trade theories, and basic descriptions of the
distribution and characteristics of resources received relatively low ratings. Teachers™ perceptions of the economic
geography subject were generally positive, but the perceived likelihood of students choosing the subject was relatively
low compared with its perceived educational necessity. These findings suggest that reintroducing economic geography
requires content centered on changes in contemporary economic space and real-world issues, stronger links to
career pathways, and clearer differentiation from existing geography subjects.
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