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Abstract : Although the designation of beauty spots has increased greatly in recent years, the systematic
classification and efficient management of beauty spots have not been well performed. In order to solve this
problem, this writer classified and organized 39 beauty spots in the Honam region among Korea from a new
viewpoint and examined the distribution and characteristics of these beauty spots. After the complete revision
of the beauty spot designation criteria on November 19, 2021, the Cultural Heritage Administration divided
beauty spots into natural beauty spots, historical & cultural beauty spots and complex beauty spots but made
mistakes by improperly classifying many natural beauty spots into historical & cultural beauty spots. In view
of these problems, this writer proposed a new beauty spot classification criteria. First, the natural beauty spots
were largely classified into 7 categories(mountain landforms, river landforms, coastal landforms, karst landforms,
volcanic landforms, view landscapes, animal and plant habitats) and subdivided them according to minimum
landform units. And the historical & cultural beauty spots were largely classified into 4 categories(traditional
artificial landscapes, traditional industrial landscapes, traditional traffic landscapes, historical remains) and
subdivided them. According to the new criteria, beauty spots in the Honam region were each classified into
20 natural beauty spots, 15 historical & cultural beauty spots and 4 complex beauty spots. The subdivision
of those beauty spots classified the natural beauty spots into 6 mountain landforms, 4 river landforms, 4 coastal
landforms, 4 view landscapes, and 2 volcanic landforms; the historical & cultural beauty spots are divided into
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10 traditional artificial landscapes, 3 historical remains and 2 traditional traffic landscapes. The new beauty spot

classification criteria proposed by this writer should be reviewed in detail and modified as additional beauty

spots are added. In addition, in this research, the beauty spots in the Honam region were examined in several

aspects such as sites, formation periods, bases for the origins of the names, related persons and paintings and

designation periods.

Key Words : beauty spots, Honam region, beauty spot designation criteria, beauty spot classification criteria,
natural beauty spot, historical & cultural beauty spot, complex beauty spot
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