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An Analysis of Ecological Citizenship Research Trends:
Focusing on Semantic Network Analysis
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Abstract : The purpose of this study is to analyze the trend of academic research on ecological citizenship
in Korea using semantic network analysis. For the study, 55 research papers on eco-citizenship were selected
among 98 papers conducted in Korea over the past 15 years, and key keywords were selected through a word
refinement process from the title, abstract, and key words of the paper. The analysis results of this study are
as follows. First, Most studies on eco-citizenship are conducted only in relation to the development of students’
awareness and practical competency in an educational context, and no research has been conducted targeting
teachers. Second, keywords such as education, ecology, and society were playing a role as hubs in the semantic
network as the frequency of occurrence, degree centrality, eigenvector centrality, centrality of between, and
closeness centrality were all high. Third, keywords such as ‘relationship, ‘practice, and ‘human’ have higher
centrality compared to their frequency of occurrence, indicating that they are highly influential keywords within
the semantic network. Fourth, it was confirmed that climate change, environmental education, and problems
were not dealt with as important topics in ecological citizenship research because the centrality of keywords
was low compared to the frequency of occurrence.

Key Words : Ecological citizenship, Ecological citizenship studies, Cultivating competecne of ecological citizen,

Semantic network analysis, Research trend
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