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A Multiscalar Reinterpretation of the First Crusade*
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Abstract : This study aims to reexamine the First Crusade, a great turning point in Medieval European history
that allowed the establishment of the four crusader states, from a geographic perspective. The Crusades are a
series of historical geographic events associated with the diverse interests and complex relations of geopolitical
actors in Western Europe, the Byzantine Empire, the Islamic world, and Jerusalem in the Holy Land, not merely
religious wars over the sovereignty of the Holy Land between the Christian and Islamic worlds. Accordingly,
this study attempted to reinterpret the First Crusade via a multiscalar approach focusing on the four geographic
scales of Western Europe, the Byzantine Empire, the Islamic World, and Jerusalem. The results suggest that the
First Crusade was associated with the interactions of diverse geospatial, cultural, historical-geographic, and
military-geographic actors on various scales, such as the prosperity and internal contradictions of Western Europe
in the era of the Feudal Revolution, the geospatial crisis of the Byzantine Empire, which had lost Anatolia,
the geospatial and cultural-historical separations of the Islamic World, and the Seljuk Empire’s blockade of
Jerusalem against Christian pilgrims. The results of this study suggest meaningful lines of discussion on
geographic approaches to the causes and processes of the First Crusade and its military history.
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