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A Study on the Implications of Applying the Jouissance Concept
to Geographical Objects to Geography Education
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Abstract : The purpose of this study is to examine the implications for geography education by applying Lacan’s
concept of jouissance to geographical objects. Rather than being based on psychology to conform to norms
and adapt to reality, geography education needs to accept that human beings and geographical objects have
intersubjectivity as they share objet petit a through grafting with Lacans psychoanalysis. Humans perform ethical
acts to discern objet petit a from geographical objects, and through this, humans enjoy jouissance. As a result
of analyzing Humboldt’s travel log and map of the case of climbing Chimborazo, it was found that the Real
of the geographical objects, which humans desire, is realized in the form of ‘nothing. And by applying this
to the field of geography education, it was observed that students enjoy jouissance by establishing an ethical
relationship with geographical objects through writing about geographical objects. The fact that jouissance has
the ethics of elevating humans and geographical objects to ‘Being’ can be seen as an important reason to
introduce Lacan’s perspective in geography education.

Key Words : Geography education, Jouissance, Objet petit a, Ethics, Intersubjectivity
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