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On the Conversion of Daegucheon into Alleys I:
During Japanese Imperial Occupation
Un Gun Song*
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Abstract : This research is on factors that had influenced the conversion of Daegucheon into alleys or back
streets, during the Japanese imperial occupation of Korea. The Daegucheon covering, which was the main
method of conversion of the river into alleys, was influenced largely by two factors: water control and
urbanization. The conversion or covering was initiated by the narrowing and shallowing of the stream, and thus
water pollution, following the construction of Leegongje and Daegucheon’s channel change, on one hand; and
on the other, it was initiated by the urbanization of streets in the process of modernization of the city. Some
of the characteristics of the conversion could be noticed as follows: First, the conversion was closely related
to the construction of the main streets; second, it was partial in the residential areas for Koreans, due to the
prioritization of development for Japanese; third, the covering into alleys occurred mainly between 1923 and
1937; and last, Daegucheon covering was rare for sewer.

Key Words : Daegucheon, Daegucheon alley, Daegucheon covering, Daegucheon’s channel change
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