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A Study on the Introduction and Change of Physiography during
the Late Period of Joseon and the Japanese Occupation era
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Abstract : During the late period of Joseon and the Japanese occupation era, ‘Physiography’ was a systematic
geography subject that encompassed the most in-depth content among secondary geography subjects aimed at
general education. First, this study identified the similarity between the syllabus of ‘Natural Environments and
Human Lives, a secondary geography subject right after Liberation, and the content of ‘Physiography’ textbooks
during the late period of Joseon and the early Japanese occupation era. Next, this study dealt with the emergence
and disappearance of ‘Physiography’ by focusing on education-related laws and the changes in the secondary
education curriculum of the Korean Empire and the Japanese Colonial Government of Korea. It also covered
discussions on the definition of geography in Japanese academia and changes in the laws of Imperial Japan,
including the syllabus. It can be seen that even after the subject name of ‘Physiography’ was removed from
the geography course of secondary schools in Japan around 1910, its unique physical geography content has
been maintained in subjects such as ‘General Geography or ‘Introduction to Geography’ with added the human
geography. It was also found that the physiography content became part of the secondary school syllabus shortly
after Liberation.

Key Words : Physiography, Syllabus, Physical Geography, the Late period of Joseon, Japanese occupation era,
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