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A Critical Review on the Description of Geography of Europe in
High School “World Geography” Textbooks:
Focusing on the Contents of Industrial and Economic Geography
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Abstract : This study aims to introduce the contents about geography of Europe in high school “World
Geography” textbooks based on the 2015 geography education curriculum, and to critically review the chapter
VI: Europe and North America, of which the focus is on regional geography. Major findings are as follows:
first, oversimplification in describing change of industrial geography in Europe; second, excessive memorization
in detail; third, overgeneralizing Western Europe and excluding Eastern Europe. These issues require attention
because there is a concern that misconceptions may be instilled in students who learn world geography. The
direction of improvement that can make the description of geography of Europe more logical is suggested. This
contributes to making it easier for students to understand geography of Europe.
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