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Abstract : The purpose of this study is to explore the benefits of an inquiry-based geographic fieldwork design
project on the development of geography pre-service teachers’ fieldwork pedagogical and content knowledge
(FPACK). FPACK is defined as the teacher’s capability to design and implement geographic fieldwork effectively,
combining geographic content, teaching and learning strategies, and geographic fieldwork. A teacher’s FPACK
is a key prerequisite to introduce geographic fieldwork, or a signature pedagogy in geography, effectively into
the classroom. This study focuses on a student-centered fieldwork and asked the participating pre-service teachers
to design an inquiry-based fieldwork. As a result of analyzing the participants reflective journals through
repeated content analysis, this study found that the pre-service teachers had opportunities to examine the
meaning of geographic fieldwork, contemplate the nature of inquiry, and understand geographic concepts at a
deep level. Furthermore, they combined these reflections meaningfully, and cultivated and expressed FPACK.
The word cloud based on the text of reflective journals also supported the findings. This research merits inclusion
to the literature because it is an innovative attempt to examine teacher expertise in the context of geographic
fieldwork and analyze the impacts of an inquiry-based geographic fieldwork design project on FPACK empirically.
Key Words : Geographic fieldwork, Inquiry, Geographic knowledge, Fieldwork pedagogical and content
knowledge, Teacher capability
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