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A Military Geographic Reinterpretation of the Battle of Jingxing
in the Chu-Han Contention (206-202 B.C.E.)
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Abstract : The purpose of this study is to reinterpret the process and sequence of the Battle of Jingxing (204
B.C.E.) from the perspective of military geography. Despite his military inferiority, Han Xin conquered Zhao
using burning-bridge operations and surprise attacks at the Battle of Jingxing, which is generally regarded as
the decisive turning point of the Chu-Han Contention (206-202 B.C.E.), the interregnum period in ancient China
between the fallen Qin dynasty and the subsequent Han dynasty. This study attempts to reinterpret the factors
that led Han Xin to defeat the Zhao forces in Jingxing. The battlefield of the Battle of Jingxing was composed
of mountainous terrain with an altitude ranging from 300 meters to 500 meters. In addition, mountains with
an altitude of above 500 meters were located in the north of the battlefield. This study concludes that these
geographic factors were one of the significant factors in Han Xin’s decisive victory in the Battle of Jingxing.
The findings of this study highlight the important discussions on the geographic approach toward the Battle
of Jingxing and military histories.
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