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Major Discourse and Underlying Thought of Modern
Geography Textbooks in the United States:
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Abstract : When the United States as newly established nation tried transformation and reformation of politics,
society, economy, culture in early modern era, modern geography textbooks performed the role of container
and agency as diffusing major modern thoughts and discourses. Especially geography textbooks played major
and active role in reflecting contemporary social and national demand in American education and nation
building. In the early 19th century, geography textbook provided the stadial theory of social development which
has sequential progression, and the useful and systematic information and knowledge about the environment,
race and society. In the late 19th century, geography performed the role of diffuser and major resources for
providing new knowledge and perspectives about society, nation and world, and introduced evolutionary ideas
of Darwinism as new interpreting tools for natural and human world in textbooks. The focus of the
environmentalism in geography textbook was mainly the interrelationship between natural phenomena and
human phenomena based on environmental determinism which was reinforced by introduction of the
evolutionism in late 19th century. The theory on the process of civilization which consist of stages from savage
to barbarous, half-civilized, civilized was introduced from early 19th century, was used to seek social, national
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direction for development. The theory on the race has provided important framework for understanding societies

and nations around the world, and made a system which operates according to the level of civilization and

the chracteristics of each continents, and contributed to the racial viewpoint of White superiority.

Key Words : Modern geography textbook, Environment, Race, Civilization, Evolutionism, Stadial theory of social
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AEX 2] EE 48X (astronomical or mathmatical
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A} 3FtHJames, 1972:164-170; Hauptman, 1978:427).
4 S| EAE(Jugen Herbst, 1961:539)0] w2, 7
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AN ZQFH AL AL (Herbst, 1961:540), A
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