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Development of the Geomorphological Fieldwork Course in an
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Abstract : One of the aims of geomorphological education is to teach students to recognize the geomorphology
of living places and to build geomorphological knowledge by themselves to understand and manage their living
places. However, most geomorphological fieldworks in the department of geography education have focused on
the rural areas, where humans have not altered the physical landscape. Therefore, the fieldwork course for
pre-service teachers has not yet been developed to understand the physical landscape in an urban area, although
most students live in cities. Here, a geomorphological fieldwork course was developed for pre-service teachers
to recognize urban geomorphology, most of which is difficult to observe its natural form and function. The
developed fieldwork course included not only places with slightly modified geomorphological landscapes but
also severely modified places to compare both geomorphological landscapes. The fieldwork course particularly
chose the places for observing the geomorphological processes occurring within the human time scale as well
as the man-made drainage system. Additionally, the activity was designed to reconstruct urban geomorphology
before urbanization. The developed fieldwork course proved to help recognize urban geomorphology and
understand the relationship between the modified geomorphology and the natural hazards in cities.

Key Words : Geomorphological fieldwork, Geomorphology education, Urban geomorphology, Geography education,
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