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The Origin of the Regional Difference in Distribution of

Daegucheon Alleys
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Abstract : This study is on the origin of regional difference in the distribution of alleys on the vestige of
Daegucheon. The Daegucheon was still running through the city of Daegu in the year 1943. It was then a
relatively small stream of width 3-5m. Later urbanization of the city had transformed the river into alleys
maintaining similar directions, forms, lengths, and widths. One of the still remaining mainstream-turned-
into-streets is the alley from the Geondlbawi bus stop(west-side) to the Bongsanmunhwa-2gil across from
east-side of Daegu Elementary School. Most of the mainstream alleys of the inner city, however, have since
disappeared. Among the tributary alleys, still remaining one is the alley extending from the clothes shop
Gounsunhanbok across from the Geondlbawi, through the Daebongro-43gil northbound, to a neighborhood of
the Daebong Police Station at Myungryunro and Daebongro. The regional distributive difference of Daegucheon
alleys was a result of the city development. In the era of Japanese rule, the east side of Dongseongro-1gil —
Daebongro Line was re-developed as an area for Japanese and for large governmental buildings, while its west
side was left undeveloped for Koreans. Rectangular re-development of the east side, therefore, resulted in the
disappearance of stream alleys there, whereas in undeveloped west side, mainstream and tributary alleys had
been left intact longer. After the end of Japanese rule, the remaining parts of Daegucheon were also turned
into alleys according to the city development. Under-developed west side of the Daebongro has still some of
the mainstream and tributary alleys.

Key Words : Modern alleys, Daegucheon, Daegucheon alleys
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