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Abstract : This paper claims the civic stratification of immigrants is underway through the Korean migration
regime and further fortified through their spatial division. Based on Lockwood (1996) and Morris (2002; 2003),
the paper explores the civic stratification of immigrants in Korea and highlights the different civic rights which
stem from the intersection of ethnicity, class, and gender are granted to different immigrant groups. It constructs
dual control over migrant workers based on ethnicity generating socio-spatial division between non-Korean
male-manufacturing workers (E-9) stuck around medium-sized cities and ethnic Korean female-service workers,
for example, with greater job flexibility in the capital region. The overseas Koreans are, however, further divided
along with class into elite overseas Korean (F-4) and migrant workers (H-2) showing a complex combination
of ethnicity, class, and gender in civic stratification. Different civic rights cause spatial division among different
groups by affecting mobility, job opportunities, and accessibility to infrastructure. Uneven regional development
and spatial hierarchy where Seoul and the capital region have supremacy over the other areas provide the
foundation of civic stratification of immigrants, suggesting civic stratification as socio-spatial processes.
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