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A Study on the Sense of Place in Chae Man Sik’s Novel 7akryu
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Abstract : This paper is a study on the sense of place in Chae Man Sik’s novel Takryu, of which the setting
was the open port city of Gunsan. Primarily it reviewed theories of literature geography and discussions on
the sense of place. It then selected key places by extracting place-descriptive texts in the novel. Subsequently
the paper examined the sense of place in these places by analyzing principal elements of place including material
environment, human activity, meaning and symbol. Research results are as follows. First, the Geumgang River
was a symbol of turbidity which implied a historically chaotic world. Second, although Gunsan was symbolized
as a rice-rich place because of its functioning as a Japan’s colonial base for food production, such symbolic
representation was simultaneously contrasted with the ‘poorness’ of the citys life-world. Also, the novel
re-presented the contrast by illuminating dualistic urban structure of the colonial city in which heterogeneous
people were resided. As a public and private space, Midujang is a public and private place, a place for legal
and rotten gambling, but also shows placeleeness. Dwelling places have a duality of place where conflict and
affection intersect. Homes, as a basic unit of life, provide comfort and shelter, but contains insecurity that
threatens life. At the same time, it predicts the hopeful sense of place of the future. Finally, characters in the
novel were described as not indigenous people of Gunsan but migrants who failed to have love for place or
topophilia. Migrants’ floating placelessness was confirmed through dwelling and home. This research conclusive
suggests that the sense of place cannot be well revealed from objective and positivist geographic approach.
Therefore, a significant contribution could come from humanistic geographic approach in literary studies. It
particularly emphasizes that the exploration on the sense of place through textual analysis of literature is expected
to complimentarily close the gap between literature and geography.
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